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Manifest through elections, bribery, fraud, and resource control, the impact of corruption in the international system is widely felt.  As a result, national governments and non-state actors are involved in various ways to bring transparency and accountability to the global system.   Please join Perspectives on Global Issues and the Center for Global Affairs as we examine issues of corruption in the global system and their innovative solutions.
Perspectives on Global Issues (PGI) is an online journal founded and edited by graduate students from New York University’s Center for Global Affairs.  The fall 2007 issue of PGI seeks to extend the debate on corruption into and build a greater understanding of the elements that create an environment conducive to corruption, the effects of abuse of power, and the contemporary solutions to this problem.  
 
This discussion will be held from 6:15 - 8:30pm on Thursday, November 15th at the Center for Global Affairs.  To attend, please RSVP by emailing scps.global.affairs@nyu.edu. This event is open to the public. 
Please visit our website, http://www.pgi-issues.com

Christopher Walker, Freedom House

Mr. Walker has devoted most of his working life to international affairs.  In his capacity as Director of Studies, Walker oversees a team of senior analysts and researchers in devising overall strategy for and in the production of Freedom House's analytical publications, including Countries at the Crossroads: A Survey of Democratic Governance; Nations in Transit: Democratization in East Central Europe and Eurasia; Freedom of the Press: a Global Survey of Media Independence; and Freedom in the World: The Annual Survey of Political Rights and Civil Liberties.  Walker is co-editor of Freedom House's governance survey and played the lead role in devising the survey's methodology, which includes an innovative tool for assessing the framework governments establish for combating corruption and promoting greater transparency. Walker is responsible for generating special studies and reports, initiating task forces, and responding to critical news and democracy issues through statements and op-eds.  Before joining Freedom House, he was a Senior Associate at the EastWest Institute.  Walker has contributed to publications such as The Wall Street Journal Europe, The International Herald Tribune, The Christian Science Monitor, Newsday, The Philadelphia Inquirer and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.   A native of New York City, Walker holds an undergraduate degree from Binghamton University, State University of New York, and a Master's Degree from Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs, where he also earned a certificate in Central and Eastern European studies. Mr. Walker speaks German and Czech.
Benjamin Atkins, General Electric, Board Member TRACE Institute
Mr. Benjamin Atkins is CFA in the Corporate Initiatives Group for General Electric. Previously, he was an investment manager for State Street’s Security Finance division, overseeing a team that managed the asset/liability risks for the division’s $400+ billion in investments. He served State Street as a negotiation and integration leader for the 2003 acquisition of Deutsche Bank’s custodial services division. He is a certified Financial Risk Manager. Mr. Atkins currently serves on the board of TRACE International, a non-profit addressing developing market corruption through market-based solutions. He is the Boston co-chairman for the Council on Foreign Relations Term Member Program. Additionally, he is an active member in: the Council for Emerging National Security Affairs, the CFA Institute, and the Global Association for Risk Managers. Mr. Atkins was the 1992 valedictorian of the U.S. Naval Academy and he received an Honors M.A. in politics and Economics from Oxford University.

Devin T. Stewart, Director of Global Policy Innovations at Carnegie Council

Devin T. Stewart is Director of Global Policy Innovations at Carnegie Council. He is also editor of the column Carnegie Ethics Online. Previously, Mr. Stewart was Assistant Director of Studies and Japan Studies and a Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C. He remains affiliated with CSIS as an Adjunct Fellow and advises the Sustainable Profitability Group. From 2000 to 2003, he was a researcher at the Research Institute of Economy, Trade, and Industry and in 2004 a staff writer for The Daily Yomiuri in Tokyo. He also chaired the Korea-Japan Study Group in Tokyo and in Washington. Mr. Stewart was a researcher at the Japan External Trade Organization, New York, and has served on the staffs of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations and Senator Barbara Mikulski. His articles have appeared in four languages in numerous publications, including SAIS Review, The Asian Wall Street Journal, the International Herald Tribune, Japan Inc., the Asahi Shimbun, Prospect Magazine, and The National Interest. He holds a BA, cum laude, from the University of Delaware and an MA from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C., and Bologna, Italy.
Sekou Koureissy Conde, President of the American Council on Africa (ACA), Adjunct Professor at New York University’s Center for Global Affairs

Dr. Condé is president of the American Council on Africa (ACA) and an adjunct professor at New York University ’s Center for Global Affairs (CGA). The ACA promotes the inclusion of traditional African methods and peaceful mechanisms of conflict resolution, post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction in the international peace and development agenda. Dr. Condé is the former Security Minister of the Republic of Guinea , where he was involved in several challenging peacemaking efforts and post-conflict negotiations within the states of Western Africa . He holds a PhD in both Political Sociology and Criminal Sociology. In 2005, Dr. Condé acted as Academic Director of the International Symposium for Conflict Mediation and Conflict Resolution (IIMCR) in Cape Town , South Africa . From 2002-04, he was Visiting Scholar at New York University , at the African-American Institute and the Africana Studies Program. He also has served as Associate Researcher of International Penal Law at the renowned European Max-Planck-Institute for Penal Law in Freiburg , Germany , and is associated with the Center for International Conflict Resolution at Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA).

Olajobi Makinwa, Civil Society Coordinator, United Nations Global Compact
Ms. Makinwa, originally from Nigeria, joins the Global Compact after having worked a number of years for Amnesty International in South Africa, initially as its Human Rights Education Coordinator and later as its Executive Director. She has extensive experience from several UN organizations, with particular expertise in the field of environment, development and human rights. 
Carolyn Kissane, Clinical Associate Professor 

Dr. Carolyn Kissane has worked as a researcher and consultant in Kazakhstan, Russia, Mongolia, Argentina, Japan and Sweden for educational and nongovernmental organizations including World Teach, The Academy for Educational Development, Soros Foundation, United States Institute of Peace, U.S Department of Education and the International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX). She also works with CIMERA, a NGO she helped set up in New York which works in the Balkans, Caucasus and Central Asia. She has taught undergraduate and graduate level courses in the areas of international affairs, nongovernmental organizations and international development, and education and international development at Teachers College Columbia University, CUNY Queens College, Colgate University and New York University. She holds a two year fellowship from the Carnegie Council for Ethics and International Affairs for her work on post-Soviet history education in Kazakhstan. In addition she received a Fulbright Hayes Doctoral Dissertation Research Award, Teachers College Columbia University Dean's Grant, IREX Caspian Sea Fellowship, IREX travel grant and a National Security Graduate Enhancement Fellowship. Dr. Kissane's publications include an article on history education in Comparative Education, Freedom House Countries at the Crossroads report on Kazakhstan, Evaluating Human Rights Education and a forthcoming chapter on History Education for Reconciliation and Understanding and new research on the impact of oil revenues on educational policy and financing in resource rich countries. She received her Ph.D. in Comparative Education and Policy Studies from Columbia University.

